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To be blamed for another's fault- there would be nothing as lacerating as that! What if we are
appreciated for another's hard work? That may seem harmless to a few of us..

But there was a 6th grader who on being mistakenly appreciated for another person’s talent,
was saddened and pledged to strive and achieve the feat that was praised. This little girl who
grew up to be a banker is our star attraction this week.

Linu Mariam Abraham
Federal Bank Ltd
Mulakuzha Branch

She hails from Venmoney, Alapuzha and is the younger of the two daughters of Abraham Koshi,
a farmer who did contract work for the Government once in a while, and Jiji Abraham. Linu went
to St.Jude E.M.U.P School, Venmani till her 7th grade. The roots of her talents strengthened
from here.

It is fascinating to hear Linu reminiscing her first creative writing experience. We listened with
wonder as she narrated how her first story , ‘The Three Friends of the Forest’ about three baby
elephants was written at the age of 7. She not only remembers all the details of the story but
also preserves its copy!

After this, she started writing small stories in diaries. It was in her 6th grade English class that
the incident mentioned in the introduction occurred. Teacher asked them to write an English
poem on the beauty of nature. Had it been a story, it would have been an easy assignment for
her. In her frustration, she did a small cheating by sneakily getting one of her sister’s poems. Her
sister used to write beautiful poems in English.

On submitting the poem to the teacher, Linu thought the issue was over. But that poetry turned
out to be an important milestone in her life. Not only her teacher but the entire school loved
‘her' poem. All praised her imaginative poetry skills. Linu on the other hand, was saddened with
remorse at her act, and determined to prove herself by writing a poem of her own..

Thus came to life her own first poem, ‘Prakrithiyude manoharitha'. Since she wanted it to be
different from the earlier one and original, she decided to write in Malayalam. That poem too
became an instant sensation. She began to be known as the school poet.



Linu feels that shifting to Marthoma Higher Secondary School, Venmoney from 8th standard
brought her closer to the literary world, the reason — the encouragement of her 8th standard
Malayalam teacher Achama Varghese, who was also her maternal aunt. Teacher aunty
prompted her to participate in the school level, Panchayat level and District level Youth festivals.

She also remembers with gratitude how her father accompanied her to various competition
venues, encouraging her. While studying in her 10th grade, she got a compilation of her selected
poems published in the name ‘Mazhavillu'. Rt. Reverend Dr. Zacharias Mar Theophilus Suffragan
Metropolitan handed over the first print of the book to the wife of Mathai sir, her first guru.

During her 11th and 12th grades, she won A grade at the State level Youth festivals — moments
of pride for her! Linu also remembers that during her time in Mar Ivanios college learning
Economics when she had the time and ideal environment, she refrained from writing.

From there she got admission in the Federal Bank Business School in 2015 and in 2016 joined its
Kuruppampady branch in Ernakulam. From there she was transferred to Varkala branch and
then to her present post at Mulakuzha Branch, Alapuzha.

While many of us blame the busy work schedule that curtail our innate talents, Linu contradicts
by proving that the workload has brought her closer to her stories. The proof — ‘Capsule 22/, a
compilation of her stories published in August 2020. The book was released by Sri.Saji Cherian
M.L.A of the Chengannur constituency.

As the name suggests, the book is a collection of 22 stories. The stories are all tiny — brief and
crisp! While there are 12 stories that are one-page long each, a few stories like ‘Virus',
‘Sunglass', ‘Vaadakamuri', and ‘Oxygen mask' come upto just a few lines. We might think how a
story may be expressed in just a few words — that is why they are rightly termed as capsules. A
small capsule, rightly given is sufficient to cure one!

It really seems that such short stories are not the work of the sharp poet in her but the short
time she can spare to write amidst the daily bank chores... Another point we notice is that
unlike other banker-writers whose pen choose to write banking related or bankers related
stories, Linu chooses entirely different topics.

Linu is married to Lijin K Devasya, a Kannur based petroleum engineer at Muscat. Their own
one-year-old baby Luke spreads cheers in the family.

We look forward to seeing many more stories and poetry from Linu and wish whole heartedly
that she may find her own cosy space in the vast world of Malayalam literature.



